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The International North and the Arctic Council

This unique summer course with Trent University is open to all
UArctic Institutions and allows students to explore governance
across the Circumpolar North & provides opportunity for
students to simulate an Arctic Council meeting
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Instructor:

Instructor: Heather Nicol

Email Address: heathernicol@trentu.ca
Phone Number: 705-748-1011 x7107
Office: Kerr House, Traill College

Office Hours: Monday Noon-online

Meeting Times:

This class is entirely online. There will be four synchronous online lectures for which attendance is
required. One is the Project Orienting Lecture in Module 2 on Wed May 15, one is the Guest
Lecture in Module 3 on Wed May 22, and the other two are the Model Arctic Council negotiations
and activities in Module 4 and Module 5 on Mon May 27 and Wed June 5. All of these meetings
will be held from noon to 2 pm Eastern Time.

Department:

Academic Administrative Assistant: Megan Burtt

Email Address: tse@trentu.ca
Phone Number: (705) 748-1011 ext. 7199
Office: ESC C204

Description:

Introduces students to the international politics of the circumpolar region and concludes with a
unique simulation of the Arctic Council at which students are challenged to develop real-life
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scenarios and play the role of diplomats and reach consensus on difficult areas of Arctic public
policy. Prerequisite: GEOG 1045H or permission of the instructor.

Learning Outcomes:

Having taken this course students will:
- become familiar with the international actors who operate within the circumpolar North

- be able to define the key international challenges to circumpolar cooperation and policy-
making

- apply their knowledge in a working simulation of the Arctic Council

Texts:

All readings are provided online or through LEGANTO

Readings:

|dentified each week in the Modules. All are available online or through LEGANTO.
M1

Arctic Circle. https://www.arcticcircle.org/journal/success-stories-of-international-cooperation-
in-the-arctic

Exner-Pirot, H. (2020). The Arctic in international affairs. In K.S. Coates & C. Holroyd (Eds.) The
Palgrave Handbook of Arctic Politics and Policy, (pp. 307-318). Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.
(LEGANTO)

M2

Arctic Circle https://www.arcticcircle.org/journal/the-importance-of-indigenous-participation-
and-the-ottawa-declaration

Bankes & das Neves in Coates, KS & C. Holroyd (Eds.), The Palgrave Handbook of Arctic Policy and
Politics (pp. 375-391) available as an online book via Trent Library (LEGANTO)

Read Hough (2013), International Politics of the Arctic: Coming in from the Cold. New York:
Routledge. pp.18-22, and 32-40 (LEGANTO).

Nicol, Heather and Andrew Chater. 2020. North America’s Borders: A World of Change? Chapter 1
(LEGANTO)

M3

Arctic Council Website https://arctic-council.org/.

Nicol, Heather and Andrew Chater. North America’s Arctic Borders: A World of Change? Chapter 2
NORMAC Manual - to be presented and discussed during the asynchronous Guest Lecture in this
Module 3
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M4

Arctic Circle https://www.arcticcircle.org/journal/the-importance-of-indigenous-participation-
and-the-ottawa-declaration

Coates, K.S. & Broderstad, E.G. (2020). Indigenous peoples of the Arctic: Re-taking control of the
far North. In K.S. Coates & C. Holroyd (Eds.), The Palgrave Handbook of Arctic Policy and
Politics (pp. 9-25). Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. (Available as an online book via Trent Library -
OMNI).

Nicol, Heather and Andrew Chater. 2020. North America’s Arctic Borders. A World of Change?
Chapter 3. LEGANTO

Wilson, G.N. (2020). Indigenous internationalism in the Arctic. In K.S. Coates & C. Holroyd
(Eds.), The Palgrave Handbook of Arctic Policy and Politics (pp. 27-40). Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.
(Available as an online book via Leganto as well as Bata Library OMNI)

M5 No Readings
M6 No Readings
M7

Nicol, Heather and Andrew Chater. 2020. North America's Borders: A world of Change. Chapters
4,5, and 6

Assessments, Assignments and Tests:
Your grade for this course is based on the following components:

e Lecture attendance and questions (total 20%)
MAC participation (total 40%)

Day 1 Reflection (10%)

Briefing paper (20%)

Reading and reflection paper (10%)

Grading:

Guest Lecture May 15 Attend and ask questions: 10 Pts

Guest Lecture May 22 Attend and ask questions: 10 Pts

MAC Briefing Paper Circulate to other classmates by May 22: 20 Pts
MAC Day 1 Participation May 27: 20 Pts

Day 1 Reflection - 20 pts. June 4: 10 Pts

MAC Day 2 -Participation June 5: 20 Pts

Reading and Reflection Paper June 12: 10 Pts
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Grade Total by Withdrawal Date:

At least 25% of the final course grade will be available to you by the deadline for withdrawal (May
28)

Schedule:

MO: Opens May 2: Introducing The Course

M1: Opens May 2: The International North: States, Issues, and Challenges to Cooperation.

M2 Opens May 8: Arctic States as International Actors

M3: Opens May 15: The Arctic Council (Guest Speaker May 15 at noon/.Project Orientation 10pts.)

M4: Opens May 22: Guest Speaker — Arctic Indigenous Peoples and Diplomacy (Guest Speaker on
May 22 at noon 10 pts)

M5 Opens May 27:at noon: MAC Day 1
M6 Opens June 5 at noon: MAC Day 2
M7 Opens June 10: Reading and Reflection

Course closes June 16

Course Guidelines:

This is an online course with four important synchronous components. Students should include
these attendance imperatives in their planning for the course.

University Policies:

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic
offence and carries penalties varying from failure on an assignment to expulsion from the
University. Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set
out in Trent University's Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself —
unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent's
Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.

Access to Instruction

It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a
disability and documentation from a regulated health care practitioner and feels that they may
need accommodations to succeed in a course, the student should contact the Student
Accessibility Services Office (SAS) at the respective campus as soon as possible.
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Sharing and Distribution of Course Content

Students in this class should be aware that classroom activities (lecture, seminars, labs, etc.) may
be recorded for teaching and learning purposes. Any students with concerns about being
recorded in a classroom context should speak with their professor. If a student shares or
distributes course content in any way that breaches copyright legislation, privacy legislation,
and/or this policy, the student will be subject to disciplinary actions under the relevant Academic
Integrity Policy, the Charter of Student Rights & Responsibilities, or the Policy on the Protection of
Personal Information, at a minimum, and may be subject to legal consequences that are outside
of the responsibility of the university.

Student Absenteeism, Missed Tests and Examinations

Students are responsible for completing all course requirements, including attending classes and
meeting assignment deadlines as specified on their syllabus.

Adjustments and deferrals to dates for participation, assignment submissions, tests, midterms and
final examinations are not automatic. It is the student’s responsibility to email their instructor
immediately if they are unable to fulfill academic requirements.

Courses delivered remotely may involve student participation in scheduled (synchronous) classes
via web-based platforms, such as Zoom. Students unable to participate (i.e., by video and/or
audio) should email their instructors to request alternative arrangements for participation in these
scheduled (synchronous) classes.

Students are required to be available for all tests, midterms and exams that are listed in their
course syllabus and scheduled by their instructor or the Office of the Registrar. Depending on
their program, the instructor or the chair/director may decide on alternative arrangements for
exams and tests. Normally a doctor’s note or supporting documentation is not required; however,
when a student’s success in the course or program is in jeopardy as determined by the instructor
or chair/director, documentation may be requested.

Specific SAS accommodations can be implemented for students registered with Student
Accessibility Services (SAS), but it is the responsibility of the student to make these arrangements
in advance as per SAS guidelines, and to discuss accommodations of due dates with their
instructors.

Students can notify the Office of the Registrar of their wish to observe cultural or religious

holidays during scheduled examination periods by the deadline set in the Academic Calendar.
Personal travel plans are not acceptable reasons for missing tests or exams.
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